[Vaginal reconstruction by musculocutaneous flap of the rectus abdominis after pelvic cancer surgery. Apropos of 11 cases].
Surgical treatment of gynecological neoplasms leads to two problems: pelvic defect, and vaginal reconstruction. The authors have been using rectus abdominis musculo-cutaneous flap as described by Tobin. Eleven patients have been treated. A horizontal flap was used in one patient and a vertical one for the 10 other patients. The authors had one failure. In the ten other patients the average healing time was 21 days and 5 patients were able to return to sexual activities. The use of rectus abdominis flap would appear to be an easy and reliable technique for pelvic reconstruction.